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Lindsay Kimmett’s legacy continues to shine in Cochrane, as participants took part in the 17th iteration of the charity tournament that bears her name 
on Saturday, Feb. 7. See more photos on Page 19.
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Mathnasium puts Cochrane’s chess community in play
IZAIAH LOUIS REYES

Community is coming together in 
Cochrane one square at a time, as 
local chess enthusiasts find common 
ground through the launch of a week-
end chess club.

Mathnasium Cochrane announces 
its check, establishing Saturday chess 
club meetups open to the public and 
inviting players of all ages and skill 
levels.

“Mathnasium is just a perfect space 
for people to get together and play,” 
said An Le, centre director for Math-
nasium Cochrane. “People have con-
tacted us that’s why we want to create 
this opportunity.”

Since opening its doors late last 
year, chess has been part of Mathna-
sium’s long game to engage students 
and spark strategic thinking.

“Our students really love chess,” 
Le noted. “They try to do some good 
work so that at the end they can play 
chess with the instructors.”

Le added that the weekly meetups 
will give children a chance to learn 
the game free of charge, helping them 
develop practical life skills.

“Chess is very good skill training, 
and I want to promote that,” Le added. 
“Our instructors are very good with 
chess, and they’ve been helping the 
kids learn. We’re hoping to also find 

adults that can help mentor the young 
kids.”

Ahead of the club’s official opening, 
Mathnasium tested the waters with 
an opening gambit by hosting a chess 
tournament held on Jan. 31. The event 
drew 10 competitors from Cochrane 
and Calgary.

“The turnout was pretty good,” said 
Le. “The parents also ended up play-
ing each other too!”

The tournament helped confirm 
that there was a missing piece in 
Cochrane’s chess scene.

“There was a parent telling me her 
son really loved chess but couldn’t 
find anyone to play with,” she said. “So 
when they came here he got excited 
playing with other kids.”

Youth aren’t the only pieces on the 
board. Last year, Cochrane resident 
John Kallinikos made a move by post-
ing in the local Facebook group Living 
in Cochrane to ask if there was a chess 
club in town.

“I started playing chess when I was 
a kid,” he said. “I always appreciated 
the uniqueness of the game.”

Originally from Toronto, Kallinikos 
said he hoped to connect with the 
community through a shared interest.

“It can be harder when you’re a 
40-year old man to get out and meet 
people and engage in healthy activi-
ties,” he said.

While interest is present, the setup 
wasn’t quite there at the time. Now, 
with weekly meetups finally in play, 
Kallinikos is glad to see the idea 
develop.

“I think it’s actually great that there 
are people that will be getting to-
gether every week,” he said. “I would 
certainly be interested in attending 
one of them.”

Le said Mathnasium is well suited 
to host the chess club, offering both 
space and capacity.

“We’re not open on Saturdays so 

we wanted to use the space for things 
that could be beneficial to the commu-
nity,” she explained.

The facility can hold 24 players at 
a time, which is enough for a dozen 
matches, simultaneous exhibitions, or 
even a full-blown Ruy López analysis.

Each session will run every Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to noon, giving 
Cochrane residents a standing invita-
tion to take a seat at the board and see 
where the next move leads.

ireyes@greatwest.ca

Chess Club holds meetings on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
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Skates For Sneakers: The 17th Kimmett Cup was held in Cochrane on Saturday, Feb. 7 with players exchanging their skates and pucks for running shoes and balls at the 
Lions Events Centre parking lot. The SLS Centre also hosted games of the skating kind to support the event. The Kimmett Cup is a Cochrane-based charity event which honours the 
memory of University of Calgary Medical School Alumnus, Lindsay Kimmett. In the last 17 years The Cup has raised over $2,000,000 for charity.
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